
 We all have a responsibility to promote 
 high standards of behaviour in the game.

 As a player, you have a big part to play. 
 That’s why The FA is asking every player 
 to follow a Respect Code of Conduct.

 When playing football, I will:

•	Alwaysplaytothebestofmyability

•	Playfairly–Iwon’tcheat,complain 
or waste time

•	Respectmyteam-mates,theotherteam,
the referee or my coach/manager

•	Playbytherules,asdirectedby
 the referee

•	Shakehandswiththeotherteamand		
 referee at the end of the game

•	Listenandrespondtowhatmycoach/	
 team manager tells me

•	TalktosomeoneItrustortheclubwelfare	
	 officerifI’munhappyaboutanythingat	
 my club.



 I understand that if I do not follow the Code, 
any/all of the following actions may be 
taken by my club, County FA or The FA:

 I may:

•	Berequiredtoapologisetomyteam-mates,	
 the other team, referee or team manager

•	Receiveaformalwarningfromthecoachor	
 the club committee

•	Bedroppedorsubstituted

•	Besuspendedfromtraining

•	Berequiredtoleavetheclub.

 In addition: 

•	Myclub,CountyFAorTheFAmaymakemy	
 parent or carer aware of any infringements of 
 the Code of Conduct

•	TheFA/CountyFAcouldimposeafineand	
 suspension against my club.

Young Players

Respect Code of Conduct  
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 We all have a responsibility to promote 
 high standards of behaviour in the game

 This club is supporting The FA’s Respect 
 programme to ensure football can be 
 enjoyed in a safe, positive environment. 

 Remember children’s football is a time for 
 them to develop their technical, physical, 
 tactical and social skills. Winning isn’t 
 everything.  

 Play your part and observe The FA’s 
 Respect Code of Conduct for spectators 
 and parents/carers at all times.

  I will:

•	RememberthatchildrenplayforFUN

•	Applaudeffortandgoodplayaswellas	
 success

•	Alwaysrespectthematchofficials’	 	
 decisions

•	Remainoutsidethefieldofplayandwithin	
	 theDesignatedSpectators’Area(where	
 provided)

•	Letthecoachdotheirjobandnotconfuse	
	 theplayersbytellingthemwhattodo

•	Encouragetheplayerstorespectthe		
	 opposition,refereeandmatchofficials

•	Avoidcriticisingaplayerformakinga	
 mistake – mistakes are part of learning

•	Neverengagein,ortolerate,offensive,	
 insulting, or abusive language or 
 behaviour.



 I understand that if I do not follow the  
Code, any/all of the following actions may 
be taken by my club, County FA, league or 
The FA:

 I may be:

•	Issuedwithaverbalwarningfromaclubor	
	 leagueofficial

•	Requiredtomeetwiththeclub,leagueor	
	 CountyFAWelfareOfficer

•	Requiredtomeetwiththeclubcommittee

•	ObligedtoundertakeanFAeducationcourse

•	Obligedtoleavethematchvenuebytheclub

•	Requestedbytheclubnottoattendfuture	
 games

•	Suspendedorhavemyclubmembership	
 removed

•	Requiredtoleavetheclubalongwithany	
 dependents.

In addition:

•	TheFA/CountyFAcouldimposeafineand/	
 or suspension on the club.

 

Spectators and Parents/Carers

Respect Code of Conduct  
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 We all have a responsibility to promote 
high standards of behaviour in the game.

 Players tell us they want a referee for 
 every match, yet thousands of match 
 officials drop out because of the abuse 
 and intimidation they receive on and off 
 the pitch. Respect your referee today 
 and you may just get one for every 
 match this season.

 Play your part and observe The FA’s 
 Respect Code of Conduct for players at 
 all times. 
 

 On and off the field, I will:

•	AdheretotheLawsofTheGame

•	Displayandpromotehighstandardsof		
 behaviour

•	PromoteFairPlay
•	Alwaysrespectthematchofficials’decisions

•	Neverengageinpubliccriticismofthe		
 match officials 

•	Neverengageinoffensive,insultingor		
 abusive language or behaviour
•	Neverengageinbullying,intimidationor	
 harassment

•	Speaktomyteam-mates,theopposition	
 and my coach/manager with respect

•	Rememberweallmakemistakes.

•	Winorlosewithdignity.Shakehandswith	
 the opposing team and the referee at the 
 end of every game.

 I understand that if I do not follow the Code, 
any/all of the following actions may be taken 
by my club, County FA or The FA:

•	Berequiredtoapologisetoteam-mates,the	
 other team, referee or team manager

•	Receiveawarningfromthecoach

•	Receiveawrittenwarningfromtheclub	
 committee

•	BerequiredtoattendanFAeducationcourse

•	Bedroppedorsubstituted

•	Besuspendedfromtraining

•	Notbeselectedfortheteam

•	Berequiredtoserveasuspension

•	Befined

•	Berequiredtoleavetheclub.

In addition:

•	TheFA/CountyFAcouldimposeafineand/
or suspension on the club.

Adult Players

Respect Code of Conduct  
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 We all have a responsibility to promote 
 high standards of behaviour in the game.

 In The FA’s survey of 37,000 grassroots 
 participants, behaviour was the biggest 
 concern in the game. This included    
 the abuse of match officials and 
 the unacceptable behaviour of 
 over competitive parents, spectators and 
 coaches on the sideline.

 Play your part and observe The Football 
 Association’s Respect Code of Conduct in 
 everything you do.

  On and off the field, I will:

•	Showrespecttoothersinvolvedinthe		
 game including match officials, opposition 
 players, coaches, managers, officials and 
 spectators

•	Adheretothelawsandspiritofthegame
•	PromoteFairPlayandhighstandardsof	
 behaviour 
•	Alwaysrespectthematchofficial’sdecision
•	Neverenterthefieldofplaywithoutthe	
 referee’s permission
•	Neverengageinpubliccriticismofthe		
 match officials  

•	Neverengagein,ortolerate,offensive,		
 insulting or abusive language or behaviour.

 When working with players, I will:

•	Placethewell-being,safetyandenjoyment	
 of each player above everything, including 
 winning

•	ExplainexactlywhatIexpectofplayersand	
	 whattheycanexpectfromme

•	Ensureallparents/carersofallplayersunder	
	 theageof18understandtheseexpectations

•	Neverengageinortolerateanyformof	
 bullying
•	Developmutualtrustandrespectwithevery	
	 playertobuildtheirself-esteem

•	Encourageeachplayertoaccept	 	
 responsibility for their own behaviour and 
 performance

•	EnsureallactivitiesIorganiseareappropriate	
 for the players’ ability level, age and maturity

•	Co-operatefullywithothersinfootball(e.g.	
 officials, doctors, physiotherapists, welfare 
 officers) for each player’s best interests.

 I understand that if I do not follow the Code, 
 any/all of the following actions may be taken 
 by my club, County FA, league or The FA:

•	Requiredtomeetwiththeclub,leagueor	
 County Welfare Officer 

•	Requiredtomeetwiththeclubcommittee

•	Monitoredbyanotherclubcoach

•	RequiredtoattendanFAeducationcourse

•	Suspendedbytheclubfromattending		
 matches 

•	SuspendedorfinedbytheCountyFA

•	Requiredtoleaveorbesackedbytheclub.

In addition:

•	MyFACA(FACoachesAssociation)	 	
 membership may be withdrawn.

Coaches, Team Managers  
and Club Officials 

Respect Code of Conduct  
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 We all have a responsibility to promote 
high standards of behaviour in the game.

 The behaviour of the match officials has 
 an impact, directly and indirectly, on the 
 conduct of everyone involved in the game 
 – both on the pitch and on the sidelines.

 Play your part and observe The FA’s 
 Respect Code of Conduct of match 
 officials at all time.

  I will:

•	Behonestandcompletelyimpartialat	
 all times

•	ApplytheLawsoftheGameand	 	
 competition rules fairly and consistently 

•	Managethegameinapositive,calmand	
 confident manner

•	Dealwithallinstancesofviolence,	 	
 aggression, unsporting behaviour, foul 
 play and other misconduct

•	Nevertolerateoffensive,insultingor	 	
 abusive language or behaviour from 
 players and officials

•	Supportmymatchofficialcolleaguesat	
 all times

•	Setapositivepersonalexampleby	 	
	 promotinggoodbehaviourandshowing	
 respect to everyone involved in the game

•	Communicatewiththeplayersand	 	
 encourage Fair Play

•	Respondinaclear,calmandconfident	
 manner to any appropriate request for 
 clarification by the team captains

•	Preparephysicallyandmentallyfor	 	
 every match

•	Completeandsubmit,accurateandconcise	
	 reportswithinthetimelimitrequiredfor
	 gamesinwhichIofficiate.

 I understand that if I do not follow the Code, 
any/all of the following actions may be 
taken by the County FA or The FA:

I may be:

•	RequiredtomeetwithTheFA/CountyFA	
 Refereeing Official 

•	RequiredtomeetwithTheFA/CountyFA	
 Refereeing Committee.

 

Match Officials

Respect Code of Conduct  
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Young Players

I understand that if I do not follow the Code, any/all of the following 
actions may be taken by my club, County FA or The FA:

I may:
•	 Berequiredtoapologisetomyteam-mates,theotherteam,

referee or team manager.
•	 Receiveaformalwarningfromthecoachortheclubcommittee.
•	 Bedroppedorsubstituted.
•	 Besuspendedfromtraining.
•	 Berequiredtoleavetheclub.

In addition: 
•	 Myclub,CountyFAorTheFAmaymakemyparentorcareraware

of any infringements of the Code of Conduct.
•	 TheFA/CountyFAcouldimposeafineandsuspensionagainst

my club.

Spectators and parents/carers

I understand that if I do not follow the Code, any/all of the following 
actions may be taken by my club, County FA or The FA:

I may be:
•	 Issuedwithaverbalwarningfromacluborleagueofficial.
•	 Requiredtomeetwiththeclub,leagueorCFAWelfareOfficer.
•	 Requiredtomeetwiththeclubcommittee.
•	 ObligedtoundertakeanFAeducationcourse.
•	 Obligedtoleavethematchvenuebytheclub.
•	 Requestedbytheclubnottoattendfuturegames.
•	 Suspendedorhavemyclubmembershipremoved.
•	 Requiredtoleavetheclubalongwithanydependents

In addition:
•	 TheFA/CountyFAcouldimposeafineand/orsuspensionon 

the club

Match Officials

I understand that if I do not follow the Code, any/all of the following 
actions may be taken by my County FA or The FA:

I may be:
•	 RequiredtomeetwithTheFA/CountyFARefereeingOfficial.
•	 RequiredtomeetwithTheFA/CountyFARefereeingCommittee.

Respect

Coaches, Team Managers and Club Officials 

I understand that if I do not follow the Code, any/all of the following 
actions may be taken by my club, County FA or The FA:

I may be:
•	 Requiredtomeetwiththeclub,leagueorCountyWelfareOfficer.
•	 Requiredtomeetwiththeclubcommittee.
•	 Monitoredbyanotherclubcoach.
•	 RequiredtoattendaFAeducationcourse.
•	 Suspendedbytheclubfromattendingmatches.
•	 SuspendedorfinedbytheCountyFA.
•	 Requiredtoleaveorbesackedbytheclub.

In addition:
•	 MyFACA(FACoachesAssociation)membershipmay 

be withdrawn.

Adult Players

I understand that if I do not follow the Code, any/all of the following 
actions may be taken by my club, County FA or The FA:

I may:
•	 Berequiredtoapologisetoteam-mates,theotherteam,referee

or team manager.
•	 Receiveawarningfromthecoach.
•	 Receiveawrittenwarningfromtheclubcommittee.
•	 BerequiredtoattendaFAeducationcourse.
•	 Bedroppedorsubstituted.
•	 Besuspendedfromtraining.
•	 Notbeselectedfortheteam.
•	 Berequiredtoserveasuspension.
•	 Befined.
•	 Berequiredtoleavetheclub.

In addition:
•	 TheFA/CountyFAcouldimposeafineand/orsuspensionon 

the club.

and	Sanctions	
Disciplinary	Measures	 
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